BYRON
He wrote to her kindly; he even felt a curious deske to
see her again.
In such circumstances they continued to meet on
and off, for at least eight months more. In the spring
of 1814 they had a scene of farewell at his rooms; when,
so Caroline says, Byron confided to her such dreadful
revelations about himself, that she vowed never to see
him again. But, in view of her previous history, it is
extremely unlikely she would have kept this vow, had
not Byron a few months later got engaged to Miss
Milbanke. Certainly he was in a fever lest the an-
nouncement of the engagement should provoke one
of Caroline's old explosions. However, for a wonder
she kept fairly quiet, contenting herself with telling
other people that "Byron would never pull together
with a woman who went to church punctually, under-
stood statistics, and had a bad figure".
She was quite right, it needed less than a year to
prove it. The crash, when it came, gave Caroline a last
chance to display to her lover the bewildering contra-
dictions ofher nature. There is reason for thinking that
it was she who spread abroad those reports of Byron's
intrigue with his sister, which made any reconciliation
with his wife finally impossible. On the other hand, to
Byron himself Caroline wrote urging moderation and
magnanimity; and even offered to tell Lady Byron
that any stories she was told against Byron had been
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